BEFORE THE OFFICE OF STATE ADMINISTRATIVE H
STATE OF GEORGIA

STATE ETHICS COMMISSION,

Petitioner,
DOCKET NO.: . ’
OSAH-SEC- CAN-0914543 158-Mxller - ““*J
V.
ANNETTE TRAWICK,
Respondent.

INITIAL DECISION

On January 8, 2009, this Court entered an Order granting the Motion for Partial Summary
Determination filed by the State Ethics Commission (“Commission”). A hearing was scheduled
for January 13, 2009, for the purpose of taking evidence regarding the remaining allegations and
determining the appropriate sanction to be imposed for the Respondent’s violations of the Ethics
in Government Act, O.C.G.A. § 21-5-1, et seq.

The Respondent was properly notified of the hearing date but failed to appear. On
December 4, 2008, the Notice of Hearing was sent to the Respondent via certified mail. The
certified mail was returned “unclaimed” following three attempts at service. However, the
Notice of Hearing was also sent to the Petitioner by regular mail, which was not returned. In
addition, the Petitioner submitted a letter on January 12, 2009, indicating that she had received
notice of the hearing but planned not to attend for medical reasons. See Court file.

The factual allegations remaining for hearing were set forth in paragraph nos. 5 through
10 of the Statement of Matters Asserted. Prior to the hearing, the Commission withdrew the
allegations contained in paragraph nos. 9 and 10. Therefore, only the factual allegations of

paragraphs 5 through 8 remained for adjudication on January 13, 2009. With respect to those

! The Petitioner did not seek a continuance of the hearing.




allegations, the Petitioner was in default for failure to appear and failure to participate in the
proceedings. Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. 1. 616-1-2-.30(1) and (5).

In the absence of any evidence from the Respondent, the recommendations of the
Commission are adopted, and it is hereby ORDERED as follows:

(1)  Within ninety (90) days of the entry of this Order, the Respondent shall file the
Personal Financial Disclosure Statements (“PFDSs”) that were due on July 1,
2006, and July 1, 2007. The Respondent has filed all required Campaign
Contribution Disclosure Reports.2

(2)  Within ninety (90) days of the entry of this Order, the Respondent shall pay a civil
penalty totaling $9,500.00 to the Commission. This amount represents a civil
penalty of $750.00 for each of the four CCDRs that were filed late but before this
matter was scheduled for hearing; a civil penalty of $1,000.00 for each of the
three CCDRs that were filed late and after this matter was scheduled for hearing;
a civil penalty of $1,000.00 for each of the two PFDSs that have yet to be filed;
and a civil penalty of $750.00 for the Petitioner’s failure to disclose her ownership
of real property on her PFDSs for the calendar years 2003 and 2004.

(2) The Petitioner has paid all outstanding late fees to the Commission.”
(4)  The Respondent shall cease and desist from any further violations of the Ethics in

Government Act.

SO ORDERED, this ‘ (" day of January, 2009.
KRISTIN L. MILLER
Administrative Law Judge

2 At the hearing, counsel for the Commission represented that after this matter was scheduled for hearing, the
Petitioner filed the CCDRs due on June 30, 2007; December 31, 2007; and June 30, 2008.

3 At the hearing, counsel for the Commission represented that the Petitioner paid $525.00 to the Commission after
this matter was scheduled for hearing. However, as set forth in the Order granting the Commission’s Motion for
Partial Summary Determination, the Commission was authorized to impose fees of only $475.00. Accordingly, the
Commission shall reimburse the Petitioner for the amount of her overpayment, or, in the alternative, apply the
amount of the overpayment to the civil penalty that is imposed herein.
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